BILL TEXT:

STATE OF NEW
YORK

3138--A

2003- 2004 Regul ar
Sessi ons

| N SENATE

March 18, 2003

I ntroduced by Sen. SALAND -- read tw ce and

ordered printed, and when

printed to be commtted to the Commttee on
Education -- recommtted

to the Conmttee on Education in accordance
with Senate Rule 6, sec. 8

-- commttee discharged, bill anended,
ordered reprinted as anended

and recommtted to said commttee

AN ACT to anmend the education law, in relation
to directing the comm s-
sioner of education to develop
alternative assessnents for regents
exans

The People of the State of New York,
represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:




1 Section 1. Legislative intent. The
| egi sl ature hereby finds and

2 declares that the use of rigorous alternative
assessnents for neasuring

3 know edge, skills, performance and conpetency
in the public schools has

4 been an acceptable and indeed desirable
alternative to the wuse of

5 regents exam nations as a neans of gaugi ng
student achi evenent. Further-

6 nore, portfolio performance-based assessnents
have been approved in New

7 York state by the state education depart nent
and the state board of

8 regents during the past decade. Portfolio
per f or mance- based net hods of

9 testing are used in other states and nany
i nstitutions of higher |earn-

10 ing and will allow high schools, which so
choose, to have the flexibili-

11 ty and innovative freedom necessary to educate
and nurture the children

12 of New York state within the franework of the
state's high standards.

13 8 2. The education law is anended by adding a
new section 319 to read

14 as foll ows:

15 § 319. Alternative assessnents. 1.
Not wi t hst andi ng any provi sion of

16 law, rule or regulation to the contrary, all
students enrolled in a high

17 school which operated under a variance by the
conm ssioner to use alter-

18 native assessnents during the two thousand--two
t housand one school year

19 shall only be required to achieve a passing
grade on the regents exam

20 ination for English, in addition to any other
| ocal graduation require-

21 nents, to neet graduation requirenents
establi shed by the departnent.
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1 2. Any student who enrolls in a high schoo
during the tw thousand

2 four--tw thousand five through two thousand
seven--two t housand ei ght

3 school years which operated under a variance by
the conm ssioner to use

4 alternative assessnents during the two
t housand--two t housand one school

5 vyear shall only be required to achieve a
passi ng grade on the regents

6 examnations for English, in addition to any
other local graduation

7 requirenents, to neet graduation requirenents
establi shed by the depart -

8 nent. To neet federal "No Child Left
Behi nd" requirenents, a pass on

9 the math performance- based assessnent wl |
equal a sixty-five or above.

10 3. The conm ssioner shall develop a portfolio
per f ormance- based al ter -
11 native assessnent which will neasure an

equi valent |evel of know edge

12 and skill and which may be substituted for
certain assessnments specified

13 in regulations pronul gated by the departnent.
A portfolio performnce-

14 based alternative assessnent for the regents
exam nations for mathenat -

15 ics, global history and geography, United
States history and governnent,

16 and the sciences shall neet the foll ow ng
conditions and criteria:




17 (a) assessnents shall neasure the state
| earni ng standards for the

18 respective content area;

19 (b) alternative assessnents shall be at
least as rigorous as the

20 corresponding required state assessnent;

21 (c) alternative assessnents shall be
consistent with technical crite-

22 ria for validity, reliability, and freedom from
bi as;

23 (d) alternative assessnents shall be
avail able for use by any school

24 or school district in New York state; and

25 (e) alternative assessnent procedures shal
be conducted under circum

26 stances approved by the conm ssioner.

27 8 3. This act shall take effect
i mredi ately, provided, however, that

28 the comm ssioner of education is directed to
pronul gate rules and regu-

29 lations necessary for the inplenentation of
t he provisions of subdivi-

30 sion 3 of section 319 of the education |aw as
added by section two of

31 this act on or before July 1, 2008.




