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17,000 3rd graders guaranteed to fail reading test 
 -- Testing manual proves 3 question margin of error:  

10,000 kids swing being wrongly held back or advancing -- 
 

A review of the recently obtained technical manual for the 3rd Grade Reading & Math Test 
reveals some shocking facts: 16,900 children assured to fail; extreme racial bias; and a margin of 
error that could swing the pass/fail rate by 10,000 students in either direction. 
 
The official technical manual from the company producing the New York City 3rd Grade 
English Language Arts test indicates the test will fail exactly 21% of the kids who take it – 
approximately 16,900 of NYC's 80,000 third graders.   
 
Yet the standard error of measurement on the test is almost 3 questions in either direction.   
Walter Haney, Senior Research Associate in the Center for the Study of Testing Evaluation and 
Educational Policy (CSTEEP), explains: “If the "passing score" of 20 was lowered 3 questions 
to 17, this would mean that 11,500 would fail.  If the 'passing score of 20 were raised 3 questions 
to twenty-three, 22,800 would fail.  In other words, just the large error of measurement on the 
test could lead to a swing of plus or minus 10,000 children failing the test and being "flunked" to 
repeat grade 3.” 
 
“A margin of error of 3 questions on a norm-referenced test proves how inaccurate the test is - 
and why one question, on one test, on one day should never be used to determine a child's 
future,” stated Jane Hirschmann, of Time Out From Testing. 
 
Moreover, the technical manual reveals that the test is sharply biased against Black and Hispanic 
children.  In a comparison of white versus Hispanic children, 11 questions are statistically in 
favor of whites but zero in favor of Hispanics. Similarly, in a Black -White comparison, 9 
questions favor whites and zero favor African Americans. 
 
The assured failure rate disclosed by the manual proves the test is norm-referenced: this means 
that questions everyone answers correctly are dropped, questions some students are unable to 
answer correctly are included, and that the test is then scaled on a bell curve to assure that a 
certain number of kids fail. 
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