
 
 

Biographies of speakers featured on the Audio News Conference, 
October 14, 2003 

 
 

Ann Cook 
Ann Cook is co-chair of Time Out From Testing, a statewide coalition of parent, educator, 
business, community and civil rights organizations in New York State committed to a "time-
out" from excessive and high stakes exams. She also serves as co-chair of the New York 
Performance Standards Consortium - a coalition of 28 New York State public schools which 
have developed and used a nationally recognized system of performance assessment. Ms. 
Cook is also co-director of Urban Academy Laboratory School - a New York City high school 
designated by the US Office of Education as a Blue Ribbon School of Excellence and a New 
American High School National Showcase Site. She is the parent of three graduates of New 
York City public schools. 
 
Assembly Member Ruben Diaz, Jr. 
Represents the 85th Assembly District in the Bronx. Mr. Diaz was first elected to the 
Assembly when he was 21 years old and was recently overwhelmingly re-elected to his 
fourth term. He is a strong advocate for the South Bronx’s poor, middle class and working 
families. He is the founder of Soundview Community in Action, a not-for profit organization 
that offers programs in technology education and job readiness, and includes an Internet 
café where young people frequently go after school to study, do research and write papers. 
Mr. Diaz serves on the Environmental Conservation Committee and frequently volunteers 
his time teaching about environmental issues at a local high school. He is well known for his 
battle for justice concerning Amadou Diallo, and has taken strong positions on an accessible 
CUNY system, and has written legislation on alternatives to the Regents exams. His many 
committee assignments include Education, Children and Families, Cities, Correction, 
Environmental Conservation, Housing and Ways and Means. The Assembly Member is also a 
member of the New York State Assembly Puerto Rican/Hispanic Task Force and is the 
assembly Chairperson on the Administrative Rules Review Commission. 
 
New York State Assemblyman Adriano Espaillat, 72nd Assembly District  

In 1996, Adriano Espaillat became the first Dominican-American elected to a State House in 
the United States. He represents the 72nd Assembly District, which encompasses Washington 
Heights, Inwood and Marble Hill in Upper Manhattan. He is a member of the following 
Committees: Alcoholism and Drug Abuse; Children & Families; Corporations, Authorities & 
Commissions; Insurance; and Real Property Taxation. He is also first Vice-Chair of the Black 
and Puerto Rican Caucus and a member of the Puerto Rican & Hispanic Task Force. He was 
recently appointed by New York State Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver to Chair of the New 
York State Task Force on New Americans. Espaillat has an outstanding record as a 
community activist and supporter of issues that affect the disadvantaged, working people, 
families, and that protect economic development and neighborhood revitalization. He 
graduated from Bishop Dubois High School in 1974. In 1978, he earned his B.S. degree in 
Political Science from Queens College, and later completed postgraduate courses in Public 
Administration at the New York University Leadership for Urban Executives Institute. 
 



Martha Foote  
Is Director of Research for the New York Performance Standards Consortium.  She received a 
B.A. from Swarthmore College and a Master's degree from Bank Street College of 
Education, and is currently a Ph. D. candidate in Teaching and Curriculum from the Warner 
School of Education at the University of Rochester.  She is a contributing author to Ways of 
Assessing Children and Curriculum (Teachers College Press, 1992) and Teaching in the 
Knowledge Society (Teachers College Press, 2003). 

 


