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Mart ha Foote, Public School Parent and Educati on
Resear cher

Thank you, Chairman Jackson and Menbers of the Education
Conmttee, for granting nme this opportunity to speak. MW
name is Martha Foote. | ama New York Gty public school
parent; | amalso an education researcher who specializes
in the areas of high-stakes testing, assessnent, and school
reform

Sinmply put — the Departnent of Education, under Chancell or
Joel Klein and Accountability Chief JimLiebman, wth

bl essi ngs from Mayor Bl oonberg, has devised a patently

fl awed system for judging schools. As other speakers have
testified, this systemoverly relies on the state’s
standardi zed tests, uses a statistically unsound definition
of progress, and ignores nyriad inportant factors that nake
up a good school. And | have to nention: as a parent, |
bristle at M. Liebman’s assertion that the report cards
are a useful tool for us. The fornula is inconprehensible,
the granting of a single letter grade is deneaning, and the
fact that the DOE told schools to hand out the school
progress reports at parent-teacher conferences — which we
attend to discuss our child, NOT to review DOE policy —
further illustrates the di sconnect between the DOE s
perceptions and what parents want for their children.

could go on and on. But | want to bring up one point that
Klein and Li ebman repeatedly gl oss over — the devastating
effect this system of grades has had, and will continue to
have, on our schools, principals, teachers and children.

School s have now been branded with a sinple-m nded letter
grade. Has anyone even contenpl ated how such brandi ng
affects a school community? Bl oonberg, Klein and Li ebrman
all declare that this is a good thing, that these grades
are a way to prod principals into inproving their schools.
Regardl ess of the fact that their fornmula is riddled with
probl ens and nmany excell ent schools are now bearing the

wei ght of an erroneous judgnment — and Liebman’s assurances
that the DOE wi |l make changes next year does nothing to
mtigate the fact that these schools are bearing the stigm
and negative consequences of these erroneous grades now and
into the future — public humliation conbined with a



perpetual threat of school closure is NOT the way to

i nprove schooling. |f anyone at the DCE had taken the tine
to review the research on Florida s systemfor grading
schools — the inspiration for this new policy — they would
have di scovered that it has failed. Researchers Debra
Touchton and M chel e Acker-Hocevar concluded in their in-
depth study on Florida's systemthat “Stigmatizing |abels
hurt, not hel p, inproving school performance. The |abels
of “A through ‘F are denoralizing and punitive.” They
also wite, “H gh-stakes testing and accountability have
taken a toll on teachers in high-poverty, |ow-performng
school s... Teachers are often perceived as ‘failing
teachers’ in these schools as a direct result of the school
receiving a failing grade. One nust ask why would a
teacher want to stay at a school that denoralizes himor
her as a professional ?” Wy, indeed. The researchers
found that as a result of these grades, principals in F
school s could not hold onto their teachers, who left for
schools with better grades.

And what about our children? What is the effect on thenf
Even if they do not know their school’s grade — though that
is certainly not the case in schools that have now been
slated for closing — our children are now facing even nore
rel entl ess and deadening test prep in the hopes of inproved
scores on the state tests, scores, mnd you, that do NOT
reflect increased |earning, but instead reflect increased
preparation for a specific test. It is no surprise, as was
just reported, that New York City's performance on the
Nat i onal Assessnent of Educational Progress — the NAEP —
has, except for 4th grade math, stagnated or declined over
the | ast several years. Let ne repeat — all this enphasis
on preparing our children for the New York State tests has
not translated into i nproved | earning on any other neasure!
Yet, Klein and Li ebman base 85% of the school report card
on these state tests, further inflating their inportance.
And it is our children who nust suffer the consequences.

Pl ease help put an end to this invidious policy that is
hurting our schools and hurting our children. Help the
schools that truly need help, but stop this political gane
that serves to humliate and punish. Thank you.



