
Dear Principal _________________________________, 
 
We, the parents of children attending  _____________________________, are aware that 
the New York City Department of Education is planning to use the third grade Reading, 
Writing and Math Assessments to make high stakes decisions about whether to promote 
our children to fourth grade.   
 
This is totally unacceptable to us.  The test makers themselves have stated that these 
exams must always be used in combination with other data when making major decisions 
about promoting students.  Such decisions must be made using multiple criteria and must 
involve us, the parents/guardians, as well as the child’s teacher.  One test taken over a 
short period of time should in no way be considered as important for promotion purposes 
as a child’s accomplishments over an entire school year. 
 
As the parents of students at this school, we are hereby directing you to use these tests 
only in conjunction with other indicators and to make decisions about our children’s 
placement in next year’s class utilizing these indicators in collaboration with us. 
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